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SPORTING FACILITIES — SCARBOROUGH ELECTORATE 
Grievance 

MR S.N. AUBREY (Scarborough) [9.57 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Sport and Recreation. My 
electorate of Scarborough, my home, is an amazing place that has an active and strong community. It is one of the 
most popular and fastest growing areas in Perth. Its density is continuing to increase, along with an increasingly 
younger population, specifically younger families looking to raise their kids in our community. Schools and sporting 
clubs in the area are becoming more and more vital in keeping Scarborough’s community strong and welcoming 
new members of our community. With no land left in the area to establish new sporting grounds, it is important we 
maximise the potential of our existing grounds to allow clubs to increase their participation and in turn continue 
to strengthen the Scarborough community. 
During the recent election campaign and since the election, I have liaised with many clubs in my electorate to 
ensure that I understand their needs so that I can focus on fighting and delivering for them. I fervently fight for these 
clubs because they are integral to not only the physical, but also mental wellbeing of the Scarborough community. 
Supporting my local sporting and community clubs to increase participation, inclusion and diversity is one of my 
main priorities as a local member, as I said in my inaugural speech. I proudly stand here today to bring forth this 
grievance to address the concerns of my local clubs in Scarborough. These are a few of my local clubs and the 
challenges they face. 
I begin with North Beach Soccer Club, based at Charles Riley Memorial Reserve in North Beach. North Beach 
Soccer Club has a membership of 650 members, ranging from the ages of four to 68—156 of these are female, 
472 are junior members and 171 are seniors. North Beach Soccer Club proudly has one of the largest female 
participation numbers in the state. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you are between the Speaker and the member on their feet. 
Mr S.N. AUBREY: Its president wrote to me during the campaign to ask for my assistance with its issues of 
insufficient lighting at Charles Riley Memorial Reserve. The insufficient lighting is preventing the club from training 
and playing at night and in turn limiting the number of players it can accept into the club. Alongside my esteemed 
colleague and friend the member for Carine, I proudly committed $200 000 for an upgrade to the lights and I am 
looking forward to that commitment being delivered, in conjunction with the City of Stirling. 
Gwelup Croatia Soccer Club, based in the leafy green family suburb of Gwelup, has a membership of around 350. 
It is a proud family club and is the heart and soul of the Gwelup community. Now into its fourth decade of existence, 
its vision is to offer the entire community a focal point where both friends and family can comfortably enjoy their 
football while experiencing a sense of tradition, culture and identity that is unique in comparison with other clubs 
in Perth. Gwelup Croatia Soccer Club is looking to bring on another female junior team but is struggling to fit the 
extra team on the grounds it has available due to the inability to play at night. Once again, alongside my good friend 
and colleague the member for Carine, I have proudly committed $150 000 towards lighting and grandstand upgrades. 
This will greatly assist the club to increase participation, but there is more to be done. 
Scarborough Amateur Football Club was established in 1970 and has been based at Millington Reserve in Karrinyup, 
also affectionately known as “the Mill”, since its inception. The club won the 2020 A-grade football premiership 
against North Beach Football Club, also in my electorate. I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate the 
club on its premiership victory and its efforts in including more women in the club. With 286 members, three men’s 
sides, two women’s and two colts this season, the club punches well above its weight, having won two of the last 
three A-grade flags. It prides itself on being a diverse and family-friendly club, whose values are courage, mateship 
and progressiveness. The club holds a fundraiser every year, raising thousands for Sock it to Sarcoma! 
Scarborough Amateur Football Club is a family, and despite the Mill being that family’s home, they frequently 
must play what should be their home games elsewhere because they are unable to fit all of their teams at the Mill on 
the weekends. The biggest hindrance is the inability to play at night, as the lighting is insufficient to meet playing 
standards. I was able to commit, as part of this government, $55 000 towards lighting upgrades, in conjunction 
with the West Australian Football Commission and the City of Stirling. I am looking forward to seeing this family 
spend more time at home once the lights are upgraded. 
Last but not least, Wembley Downs Soccer Club, founded in 1979, has always been based in Scarborough at 
Butlers Reserve. It has 607 members, with 70 female members and 415 juniors. It is 100 per cent run by volunteers, who 
work tirelessly to give back to the community. Butlers Reserve has four full-size and one nine-a-side pitch. Insufficient 
lighting means the club has only three pitches that are barely playable at night and two that are completely unusable. 
I recently went down to the club one evening after these issues were brought to my attention so that I could witness 
them firsthand. One of the club’s members was so excited to have the local member come to their club that he stripped 
off and streaked across the oval, much to the president’s embarrassment and everyone else’s amusement. At least 
I think that is why he did it—he could have lost a bet, maybe. The club is having to turn away new members because 
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it cannot establish new teams as it is unable to make full use of its fields after dark for training. For a club like 
Wembley Downs Soccer Club, this breaks its heart. It actively works to support the community and the club members. 
In recent years, the club has lost one of its members, Neil Fitsimmons, who was a fly-in fly-out worker, to suicide. The 
club continues every year to raise funds to support Neil’s son back in Ireland. Further to this, the club suffered another 
tragic loss when its then president, Natalie Harding, was killed late last year in a car crash. The club is holding a memorial 
next Sunday for both Nat and Neil to honour their contributions to the club and to the community. I will be attending 
this memorial, but I would like to take a moment to pay my respects and gratitude to both Neil Fitsimmons and 
Natalie Harding for everything they did for Wembley Downs Soccer Club and the Scarborough community. 

The biggest challenge for each of these clubs is lighting. They are at maximum capacity and cannot expand any 
further. It is important that Scarborough’s sporting grounds and clubs be fit for purpose to allow these clubs to cater 
for an increased and more diverse membership. This lack of lighting is a big disadvantage primarily to women, as we 
try to encourage more female participation in sports. These clubs are finding it hard to form female sides because 
they cannot accommodate any more teams. 

Minister, I ask: what is the government doing to fix the lighting at sporting clubs in Scarborough and around the 
state to allow the clubs to increase participation and become more inclusive? 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [10.03 am]: I would like to thank the member 
for Scarborough for bringing this grievance to me and congratulate him on his outstanding election result. We 
have a shared passion for sport and community activity, especially his particular passion of surf lifesaving. It is 
welcome to have a very active and energetic member for Scarborough in the house, so thank you very much for 
bringing this grievance to me. I also congratulate the member’s colleague, the member for Carine, who has been 
working with the member in seeking to improve sporting facilities in their electorates. 

Member, I have some good news about the lighting issue. As the member said, it is an important issue for sporting 
organisations. It would be remiss of me not to mention the former Minister for Sport and Recreation, Hon Mick Murray, 
who was very forceful in trying to improve the funding for lighting at sporting and recreation facilities. I congratulate 
the former Minister for Sport and Recreation for his advocacy in this area and for bringing along a program that 
I would like to bring to the attention of the member and the house—the Club Night Lights program. That program 
is really needed. As we know, there is great demand on our sporting facilities, so if those facilities can be used for 
a greater part of the day, that will obviously alleviate the problem of sporting facilities being unable to meet the 
increasing demand. It is important to have good lighting so that people can train and play during the evening. The 
member also mentioned the issue with women’s sporting teams in his electorate, and I have some news about 
increased funding in that respect. 

Member, sports floodlighting has always been funded under the annual community sporting and recreation facilities 
fund grants. A considerable amount of funding has been made available under that program. Since coming to office 
in 2017, the McGowan government has allocated 72 CSRFF grants for sports lighting as part of a bigger grant. 
That is 72 individual grants to the tune of $14 million. That improvement in lighting for ovals and courts has enabled 
the increased use of these facilities and provided a safe environment to train and play sport during the evening. As 
I said, this is very important to meet the increasing demand in this area. However, obviously, that was not enough. 
As I said, the former minister was very active in this area in bringing on the Club Night Lights program during the 
2021 election campaign, to the tune of $10 million over the next four years. That is an absolutely outstanding 
commitment. That funding will be used solely for the lighting of ovals, courts and facilities. I am sure that will help 
some of the member’s sporting clubs and facilities. I urge the member for Scarborough and other members of the 
house to work with their clubs to ensure that they make application where appropriate. That is $2.5 million a year 
for lighting for sports clubs. 

Mr P.J. Rundle: I hope non-Labor seats will get that funding as well. 

Ms A. Sanderson: Everyone can apply. 

Dr A.D. BUTI: As my colleague the member for Morley has mentioned, everyone can apply. I am not sure what 
the concern is. Of course the sectarian Nationals WA always want things just for themselves. 

Mr P.J. Rundle interjected. 

Dr A.D. BUTI: Member, I have this grievance from the outstanding member for Scarborough, who has the interests 
of his clubs at heart, and I wish to address my response to the grievance to him. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs L.A. Munday): Go ahead, minister. 

Dr A.D. BUTI: If other members have a grievance, they can bring it, but they have not brought a grievance, so it 
would be a really good idea and good behaviour if they would show respect for the member for Scarborough. 
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That program will provide $2.5 million a year over the next four years for sports floodlighting. The previous 
government before 2017 did nothing in this area; there was no additional funding in this area 

The member for Scarborough also mentioned women’s sports. I am also happy to announce that as part of the 
2021 election campaign, we made a commitment for an additional $500 000 a year to the CSRFF grants program 
for the purpose of providing female-ready facilities—in other words, improved change room facilities and unisex 
facilities through the installation of individual lockable showers and the replacement of urinals with additional 
toilet pans. 
We are trying to ensure that we provide not only floodlighting so that we can increase the time people can spend 
at these facilities, but also appropriate facilities to encourage increased participation by females in sport in 
Western Australia. I know that the member is a strong advocate for that. 
I am sure that those issues will interest his constituents and clubs and the people who play sport in his area. I urge 
all members to work with their clubs and local governments to make applications for the annual CSRFF grants 
program, plus the additional $2.5 million a year for lighting, plus the additional $500 000 a year for the next 
four years to provide women-friendly facilities at sporting venues. These are really important initiatives taken by 
this government. I know that the member for Scarborough is a great advocate in this area, and he will ensure that 
his electorate’s clubs can make applications to improve their chances to play at night-time and to improve women’s 
participation in sport. I thank the member for bringing his grievance to me. It is great to have him in the house, 
and it would be great if members of the opposition could take a leaf out of the member for Scarborough’s book, 
with his hard work in advocating for his local constituents. 
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